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Education 


through the 


by Vince Caccavo 


Jim ended a nonsensical argument 
when he shattered a beer bottle 
across the face of his antagonist. 

It had started innocently enough as 
Jim and a few of his college friends 
went out to celebrate nothing more 
than the fact that it was a dull Tuesday 
evening. The ending was much more 
serious. He spent the night in jail and 
was charged with assault and battery. 
The straight-laced, old fashioned 
school Jim was attending would not 
tolerate any scandalous incidents 
from its students and expelled him 
despite the fact he needed two 
semesters to graduate. Jim would have 
to finish up at another school, if he 
finished at all. 

While Jim was waiting for his trial to 
come up, the idea of alcoholism 
began to take on real meaning. Every 
facet of his being had revolved 
around drinking since his early teens. 
After questioning, it became more a 
reality than a possibility. True, it had 
been the “in’’ thing to do in high 
school but he had always carried it 
several steps further than his peers. 
Fights and brushes with the law had 
revolved around drinking bouts and 
attendance at school had been a con- 
cession rather than an obligation. 

Despite all the evidence pointing to 
alcoholism, the hardest thing was to 
convince Jim that he could be an 
alcoholic, regardless of his age. 

Alcoholism does not discriminate 
against age, sex, or race. It takes less 
time for a teenager to become an 
alcoholic than an adult. Just as a 
young body responds more quickly to 
exercise and training, so does it 
become more quickly addicted to 
alcohol. 

Alcoholism among youth is a reality 
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bottom of a bottle ... 


with authorities estimating that close 
to 500,000 young people in the United 
States are stricken with the disease. 


Over the last decade the rise of drug 
abuse has caused the drinking 
problem to be temporarily put aside. 
But drinking has become fashionable 
to young people again. The lowered 
drinking ages across the country has 
made ‘liquor the high without the 
hassle.”” 


In a recent issue of Time magazine 
Dr. Morris Chafetz, director of the 
Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare’s National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and alcoholism, said, 
“Youths are moving from a wide 
range of other drugs to the most 
devastating drug, the one most widely 
misused of all, alcohol.” 


Youths are moving from a 
wide range of other drugs 
to the most devastating 
drug ... alcohol. 


Dr. R.C. Thorsen, assistant director 
of the Student Health Service at 
California State University, Long 
Beach, believes that youthful 
alcoholics face an additional problem. 
“Young people are rarely willing to 
acknowledge that a problem does ex- 
ist. They have a built in denial 
mechanism,” Dr. Thorsen said. 

One reason a young person would 
find it easy to deny that they could be 
an alcoholic is that alcoholism has long 
been associated with older people, 
with middle-age men the most prone 
to succumb to this disease. There is 
now a reversing of this pattern and 
there has been a marked increase in 


alcoholism among people in their 20's 
and 30’s and among women. 

Drinking has been part of man’s 
culture from early in history. 
Alcoholism has been one of the 
detrimental side effects. But what is an 
alcoholic? The truth is, there is almost 
as many definitions of alcoholism as 
there is alcoholics. 

One pessimistic notion is that every 
social drinker is a potential alcoholic. 


Of course this is true but then so is the 
fact that everyone who breathes is a 
potential alcoholic. Jim had been a 
social drinker but somewhere along 
the line he veered. His drinking 
friends were still social drinking but 
he had become an alcoholic. 

Alcoholic Anonymous uses the 
definition that an alcoholic is anyone 
who feels their drinking is a problem. 
There is merit in this definition but it is 
usually too late when a person fully 
realizes there is a problem. Herein lies 
one of the cornerstones of the 
problem facing the people and 
organizations trying to help 
alcoholics. A person must feel they 
have a drinking problem before there 
is any hope of helping them. This is 
even more of a problem with young 
alcoholics. As Dr. Thorsen alluded to, 
young people will deny, the fact that a 
problem exists, more often than an 
adult. 

It is estimated that one out of every 
13 to 15 people who drink is a 
problem drinker. There are between 
25,000 and 30,000 alcoholics in the 
Long Beach area alone. CSULB is nota 
“thing”, it is made of people, people 
who may drink. If the estimated ratio 
of people who drink to alcoholics is 
followed through there could be an 
estimated 2,000 problem drinkers at 


(continued page 15) 


Mixing alcohol and midnight oil can Jead to 
alcoholism. There are an estimated 2,000 alcoholics 


at CSULB. 


by Caleb Trainer 


The underbrush is heavy. There are 
miles and miles of it; it’s as dense as 
the California Redwoods; dark as 
mandarin chocolate sherbet, like the 
Baskin-Robbins kind. 

Almost as dark as the inside of a 
pantaloon; surely as tight for walking 
around. 

It is miserable. The hopeless flea 
desperately cuts through the hairs as if 
cracking a machete through the 
blackness of the jungle. 

Finding the way tiresome, the flea 
finally drops to the skin. Tired and 
hungry. The flea begins to revitalize 
himself by sucking blood up through 
his siphon. 

No one seemed to mind the flea. 
Not even the dog. But, dogs wanting 
to be alone are said to turn their backs 
on company successfully believing 
they are not tickled at all. 


fate. R BTR Z arf an 
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It was necessary for the flea to take 
to the dog for survival. It is a parasitic 
relationship. 

Fleas have fleas. According to Dr. 
James Menees, professor of en- 
tomology at Cal State University Long 
Beach, there are fleas, or other 
parasites, that live on fleas. 


When not feeding, the 
flea spends much of. his 
time quietly in nests or 
tripping around. 


The British Museum has a world 
famous collection of more than 1,500 
species of fleas donated by Lord 
Rothschild. Some of the Rothschild 
collection was traded by Britain to the 
Soviet Union for a part of their collec- 
tion. 


DOES 


There are many different kinds of 
fleas. 

Fleas are found living on rats, cats, 
birds and bats; doe, rabbit, chicken 
and hedgehog; mole, vole, mouse 
and pygmy shrew. Menees said that 
fleas live on any furry mammal. 

The tired and hungry flea survives 
on the nutrients from the dog. He is a 
dog flea. A mobile flea. The dog flea 
also is the human’s nuisance, especial- 
ly in the more temperate climates, 
such as Los Angeles. This is the flea 
that people scratch and search out in 
their Long Beach homes. 

The tired and hungry Long Beach 
dog flea treks through the un- 
derbrush on the dog’s back for his en- 


suing reward. A blood meal. 
The flea knocked himself out for 


a meal. He was starving. When not 
feeding, the flea spends much of 
his time quietly in nests or tripping 
around. If he happens to be off, 
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CARPET NEED 
A FLEA COLLAR? 


resting, when his host, the dog, 
decides to take off on an excursion to 
his owner's vacation home in the 
mountains, the flea is out a con- 
venient meal. _ 

With little effort, a jump here, a 
jump there, the flea finds a more 
hospitable host. At least for a time. 
The host might end up being two- 
legged rather than the four-legged 
host he had such bad luck with. 

Jumping here and there has 
brought fame to fleas around the 
world. It’s bright lights and stardom. 
One report has it that several fleas 
from a renowned Circus pooled their 
money and bought their own dog. 

For the flea with glamour in his 
eyes, maybe a Long Beach dog isn’t 
quite what he has in mind as his 
livelihood. 

A few fleas are turned into instant 
star performers for what was once a 
very popular act. The flea circus—the 
greatest show on earth and all that 
stuff. 

Many fleas are training in Mexico, 
Waiting to be bought by flea circus 
operators. 

Bob Mathews, who used to have a 


Sa ey 


flea circus act that performed at the 
Nu-Pike in Long Beach, used a two- 
week training period to prepare his 
fleas for the act. Before the training 
began he tamed the fleas by fitting 
them with a tiny copper wire around 
their necks. According to Mathews, 


his fleas could pull 2000 times their 
own weight. 


Even though none of us 
scratch as much as our 
grandparents did, the flea 
is still well among the top 
sources of irritation. 


The Pike saw several flea circuses 


come and go. A one-time flea circus 
operator in Long Beach complained 
that Burbank and Los Angeles had 
plenty of fleas but Long Beach had 
none. He was forced to travel to a 
friend’s home in the San Gabriel 
Valley and run through his friend’s 
dog with a fine-tooth comb. 


Yet another flea circus operator had 
enough fleas on hand for his upcom- 
ing circus act until red ants invaded 


SNCS 


the fleas’ dressing room and ate 11 of 
the circus performers (the perils of 
being a flea in the limelight). 

But the ordinary flea is that flea 
which is like the tired and hungry 
Long Beach dog flea. Just trying to 
make it. 

He’s the flea that walks the streets 
hoping to hop onto a new and better 


host. He’s the flea that irritates 
people. He’s the flea that helped 
found Albert Camus’ book, The 
Plague. 

Late last October, a couple in 
Inglewood reported that their 


apartment was infested with fleas. 
Pessimism hung over the building. 
Nothing seemed to rid the apartment 
of fleas. The residents said that it was 
“a worldwide thing,” and seemed 
desperate for answers. 

At about the same time a pet store 
clerk reported selling eight flea collars 
to a young couple in San Francisco. 
The couple reportedly fastened the 
collars around their arms and legs 
hoping that the collars would thwart 
a) attempts by fleas of hitching a 
ride. 


(continued page 17) 
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by Laura Jean Powell 


“Long Beach is the new Paris,” said 
jesting Locklin who would not stay to 
explain. Gerald Locklin, Cal. State’s 
self-proclaimed ‘‘underground”’ 
poet, thinking of his relationship with 
the French wrote this poem for his 
most recently published volume, 
Toad’s Europe- 

“balzac had a beergut just like me. 
literarily, however, there was less 
resemblance.” 

(Musee Rodin) 

Witty. Clever. To the point. But, 
“Long Beach is the new Paris’’? 

“It’s a provacative statement,” ad- 
mits Locklin, ‘‘and also very comic ... 


but, in many ways, true. | mean I’m 
not saying the Queen Mary is the 
Eiffel Tower — that’s absurd. But, 
culturally, Paris is a museum. It’s dead. 
And this is the place to be. There’s 
more literary ferment here than 
anywhere else.” 


Literary ferment? What do you 
mean, Dr. Locklin? 

“Just what | said — literary fermen- 
tation.” 

Oh. But what about New York, 
Chicago, San Francisco? Aren’t these 
places fermenting, too? 

“New York City? They produce a 
great quantity but most of it’s boring 
and pretentious. Edward Field is the 
one exception ... , but even he has ties 
with Long Beach. Like, for example, 
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The Toad 


he was just out here for CSULB’s 
Second Annual Poetry Week. 

Oh. 

“Chicago is dead, too. All they 
publish is Poetry and it’s strictly 
academic. And San Francisco? Well, 
they sure do a lot of writing up around 
the bay ... but, | just don’t care for it.” 

Hmmmmm. The Professor’s classic 
non-support support of his thesis. 
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Pompous ... and somewhat stupid. 
Still, this hulking, bearish man is im- 
pressive — both as a ‘unique 
poetic/prose voice’’ and as a 


| want my poetry to be 


funny, dirty, accessible, 
readable, contemporary, 
and direct. 


spokesman for Southern California 
small presses. 

The “underground,” to Locklin, 
receives ‘‘negative reaction” from the 
“establishment press-magazines like 
the New Yorker, Esquire, Harper’s, 
Playboy, and the Atlantic Monthly, as 


well as university journals. 
Underground writing is more per- 
sonal, dirtier, more experimental — 
it’s often consciously rebellious.” He 
pauses, ‘Or else it just gets exiled.” 

Speaking of his own descent into 
the underground, Locklin says — “‘I’ve 
always had a foot in both camps, but 
in the last few years my writing has 
been less acceptable to the 


establishment press — it’s much dir- 
tier and more auto-biographical.”” 


Locklin thinks Southern California 
has a terrible “inferiority complex.’ 
He rails loudly against the commer- 
cialism, pseudo-intellectualism and 
phony poses that characterize the 
Eastern establishment. ‘I don’t like to 
get off on things like that,” he 
apologized, ‘but sometimes | just 
have to.” All part of the plan to 
have Long Beach recognized as the 
new Paris, apparently. 

But the “Eastern establishment,” 
although disenchanted with the 
“typical foul wind’’ of Southern 
California, is impressed with Locklin. 
Esquire’s Rust Hill, speaking of 
Locklin’s first collection of short 
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stories (Locked in with Gerald Locklin) 
wrote they are ‘‘so much less bad than 
you'd expect them to be given the 
format and the Southern California 
aspect of it all ... the stories are really 
pretty funny or clever or spacy or 
something.” Locklin admits frankly: ‘I 
want my poetry to be funny, dirty, 
accessible, readable, contemporary, 
and direct,’ and it is being recognized 
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for just that. Jim Stingly, of the LA 
Times, refers to Locklin, among 
others, as fostering a new style of 
American poetry ... talky, listenable ... 
indigenous to here and void of excess 


difficulty, rhetoric, and politics.” 


eagleton 
it was a mistake to dump him. 
what they didn’t realize is that 
the laregest unrepresented con- 
stituency 
is composed of us, the neurotics. 


we're sick of candidates who don’t 
know 

what it is to want to end it all 

who drink moderately, screw their 
wives, 

and never say fuck in public. 


ister 


Locklin. 35, was not always so 
accessible. In college, ‘‘l became 
fanatical about literature and my 
studies. | did my junior and senior 
years in one, taking 23 units in the fall, 
22 in the spring, and 15 in the summer, 
and getting A’s in all of them ... My 
first year of teaching at L.A. State, | 
taught with a burning desire. | was not 
rehired.” 


N 


Such “fanaticism”, he discovered, 
was not conducive to good writing. 
“At any rate,’”’ he says, “I no longer 
have a burning desire.” 


Ability to laugh at one’s 


self and others is important 
to the poet — he identifies 
humor with fermentation 
and we all know what he 
identifies that with. 


Burning desire or not, Locklin keeps 
his hands in many pots — in the short 
span of one year, he had three books 
of poetry and one of short stories 


published by Southern California 
small presses. 


Underground poetry for Locklin is 
also ‘‘anti-poetical, anti-romantic, 
anti-lyrical."” The ‘poetical stance” 
has “already been done.” “Write by 
ear, not scanning. Hell, even Milton 
after he got going gave up scanning. 
Teachers are always trying to figure 
out why his later work is so difficult to 
scan. It’s because he finally learned to 
write by ear.”’ 

Besides his friends and fellow poets, 
what else turns his life around?“The 
Count of Monte Cristo, Shane, Bambi. 
After seeing Bambi as a kid | knew that 
| would either grow up to be a writer 


or a forest ranger.” 

Locklin’s first experience with 
poetry was in high school. ‘| wanted 
to write novels and someone told me 
that writing poetry helps, so | started 
that and like it. I’ve finished a few 
novels by now but haven't been able 
to place them yet.” 


“When i was a kid i dedicated a poem 
to 
judy garland. in those days 
i used to employ images and 
syncopation, instead of just fuckin 
around” 

(judy garland) 


Locklin himself draws inspiration 
from fellow Southern Californians 
(continued page 18) 

7 


Cal - State 
PUVUNGA! 


by Mark Howell 


You probably don’t know it, but 
when you walk across campus, over to 
the Bixby parking lot, or anywhere 
around the hill where CSULB is 
located, you are treading on the 
sacred land of Chinigchinich (cha- 
nich-cha-nich), the God of the 
Gabrielano Indians. 


The hill, named “Puvunga,” which 
means, translated loosely, ‘the place 
of the crowd,” was the location of the 
village of the Gabrielanos. Presently, 
the actual site of the villages is the Bix- 
by ranch. The area, claimed by the 


... Chinigchinich came as 
a spectre out of the sky in 
the form of the Indian 
Christ. 


Gabrielanos, included land from the 
San Gabriel River to the Wilmington 
area, mainly along the coast. 
However, there were so many tribes 
in the Los Angeles basin and so many 
dialects spoken, that a definite 
boundary is not known. 

What is known, though, is that the 
Gabrielanos (a name taken after the 
tounding of the San Gabriel Mission 
in 1771) were descendants of the 
Shoshonean division of the Uto- 
Aztecan linguistic family. This division 
would include several other tribes; 
the Aztecs of Mexico, Hopi, Papago, 
Pima, the Cahuillas, and the Ute. 

Father Geronimo Boscana, a local 
missionary in the area, says that the In- 
dians of the Southern California area 
came from the Chichimecas; a meat- 
eating, blood-drinking race which 
spread up from northern Mexico. 
Although they were not master 
builders, their houses were made 
earthquake-proof and constructed of 
8 


Gabrielano Indian dressed in the 
ceremonial ‘“Tobet.”” At the close of the 
19th century few Gabrielano Indians 
remained in the Long Beach area. 


leafy material, except for occasional 
huts in the coast region that were 
made by leaning whale bones 
together, cemented with earth. Much 
of the history of these tribes is obscure 
today since the Indians did not keep 
written record — and when the 
Spaniards came to ‘‘civilize the 
heathens,” they unfortunately helped 
to destroy the race and its oral 
tradition. 


What is known about the 
Gabrielano village of Puvunga (now 
Bixby Ranch and CSULB) is that it was 
the religious center of Chinigchinich. 
The Indians believed that the leader 
Ouiot came from the hills to the east 
and gained supremacy over many of 
the neighboring villages. He was a 
good leader, at first, but as time went 
on he became more tyrannical. The 


when the Spaniards 


came to ‘civilize’ the 
heathens, they ... helped to 
destroy the race and its 
oral tradition. 


townsfolk decided to poison him and 
did so; the occasion of his cremation 
was a gathering of great importance in 
Puvunga. 

After Ouiot was eliminated 
Chinigchinich came as a spectre out 
of the sky in the form of the Indian 
Christ (Ouiot was God). Chinigchinich 
said to the tribe: ‘I create all things. | 
will make you another people and 
from this time one of you shall be en- 
dowed with the power to cause it to 
rain, another to create rabbits, 
another ducks, another geese, 
another deer. Him who obeyeth me 
not, or believeth not in my teachings, 
1 will chastize. To him, | will send 
bears to bite, serpents to sting, misfor- 
tunes, infirmities and death.” (The 
name Chinigchinich means, ‘‘all 
powerful, almighty.” 

Father Boscana draws a close 
parallel between the Puvunga story 
and the Greek legend of Hesiod and 
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that of Genesis. The Indians looked 
upon their own mythological 
forerunners as not having been peo- 
ple in the strict sense of the world. 
They were a species of animal but dis- 
tinct from those of the present day. 
And the great village of Puvunga, at 
Alamitos, was the center of the 
Creation story of the coastal 
Shoshoneans. 


As can be guessed, the climate and 
coast of this particular area made 
fishers and sun worshippers of the 
tribe. The huts were described by the 
early Spaniards as being shaped like 
half an orange, but pointed. The many 
springs and river basins of the area 
were especially attractive. The main 
spring for Puvunga was on the Bixby 
Ranch until a few years ago. The San 
Gabriel River, Los Angeles River and 
many creeks provided drinking and 
bathing water. The ocean and coastal 
islands (especially Catalina and San 
Nicholos) gave them fish. The climate 
may have drawn people as a resort, 
just as Long Beach, Seal Beach and 
many coastal cities do today. 


The naked men would 
squat for hours to watch 
the repeated steps of the 
GamGers, -amd Ww ould 
meditate upon the music 
and meaning of the dance. 


On this hill, dotted with round huts, 
everyday life was busy. Women and 
men were both over mortars, crushing 
acorns and plum seeds, or they went 
onto the land collecting yucca shoots 
and berries. Hunters would sting their 
eyelids with nettles before going out 
on a major hunt, in a ritual reminder 
that the person really possessed the 
power and courage to carry out the ex 
pedition with success. A man did not 
eat and would refrain from sexual 
relations before and during a hunt as 
part of the ritual. 

The Gabrielanos led lives as traders, 
seafarers, and fishermen. They knew 
well the whale, the seal, the gulls, and 
the porpoise. In fact, the porpoise was 
considered an intelligent being that 
had been created for the mission of 
guarding the world. 


The customs of the Gabrielanos 


were similar to other tribes of 
Southern California. Males were put 
through an initiation rite with a jimson 
weed, or toloache. The mixture, 
which was highly intoxicating, was 
mixed for hours and then given to 
youths who were then left with only a 
single sponsor who sat with them to 
help promote dreams and good 
wishes during their “journey.” It was a 
religious cult, reaching back into the 
Shoshonean culture. It was developed 
as far as the ritual actions and songs 
were concerned, by the Gabrielanos. 
The toloache was used but once in the 
initiation ceremonies and very seldom 
in a non-ritual fashion. The drink was 
used to give strength, impenetrability 
to arrows, immunity from bear and 
snake bites and good fortune in the 
hunt. 

The Gabrielanos also celebrated a 
woman’s initiation into puberty, not 
so much as a protection from evil 
forces but as a joyous presentation to 
society of a marriageable young 
woman. The main concern was for her 
health and happiness. They tried to 
ensure this by practically baking her in 
a pit, with sticks and stones to hold in 
the heat. She was made to fast three 
days. She was bathed regularly in 
warm water and was the central figure 
of hours of dancing and singing; plus 
the distribution of gifts and food. 

There was dancing at all major 
rituals and ceremonies. They were 
part of their daily life and the worship 
of Chinigchinich. Father Boscana, the 
Christian, called some of the dances 
‘“‘lewd’’ and, of course, 
“heathenistic.’” The one described in 
his journals is one where a man and a 
woman first dance alone, the latter 
singing (to the accompaniment of a 
bone flute) a song giving obvious 
suggestions as to her anatomical struc- 
ture. They wore a simple top-knot of 
owl or hawk feathers and the skirt was 
fringed with long, dark eagle feathers. 
The naked men would squat for hours 
to watch the repeated steps of the 
dancers, and would meditate upon 
the music and meaning of the dance. 

When the first Spanish explorers (or 
invaders) came to the coast in the 18th | 
century, Gabrielanos accepted, but 
would not eat, the food they gave 
them. They were afraid because it was 
a custom not to eat the food of 
stranger. They ate food from their 
own tribe to help keep down disease 


(continued page 19) 


IN THE BEGINNING, 

men’s hairstyling was for 

special occasions only. With the result 
only temporary, maintaining this 
image was practically impossible 
without the aid of a professional stylist. 


Today’s ever changing lifestyle 
demands a more casual simplicity in 
men’s hair design. It was with this 
concept that Senor was born. 


Donald R. Powers, president of Senor 
Men’s Hair Design, perceived that 
with the proper training of an elite 
group of men and women in cutting, 
design, trichology, and hair chemistry, 
he could provide the client with the 
full service personnel to accomplish 
this end: 


Once you experience our approach to 
hair grooming, you will realize its 
importance to you in today’s exciting 
world. 


MEN’S HAIR DESIGN 


5660 E. Pacific Coast Hwy. 
Long Beach, Calif. 

(213) 432-4215 

Also 

Corona Del Mar+ Orange 


Open 
Sun. 
2:00 
P.M. 

Closed 
Mondays 


featuring 


PRIME RIB © STEAKS 
and SEAFOOD 


5716 E. SECOND ST. 


LONG BEACH 
433-4217 


LOVE’S BARBEQUES 
BARBEQUE BEST! 
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by Wilbur Miller 


They don’t let visitors sit in on 
juvenile court sessions; they feel that 
the privacy of the youth is something 
that should be protected from the 
prying eyes of the public. 

But if you could — and once in 
awhile the “‘right’’ time and the 
“right” circumstances make it possi- 
ble — then you can see why courts 
are so protective. It’s the young 
people. The way they feel. The way 
they act. The fear. The uncertainty. 
The idea of not having the security of 
knowing that someone really cares 
about their future. 

George Washington is 16 years 
old, black — a first offender who was 
arrested for auto theft. He really 
didn’t want to steal the car, but what 
else was there for a teenager to do. 
Mother and dad, at home, having a 
drinking problem, both are 
unemployed because of the failing 
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economy. The apartment is run 
down not only because of George’s 
parents, but because the landlord 
who lives in Beverly Hills doesn’t and 
won't make repairs — and that’s no 
place to hang around! 

There aren’t any real recreational 
facilities or constructive social 
programs in the community, all that 
was taken by the former Nixon Ad- 
ministration. So what's the answer? 
Steal the car. The hell with the con- 


-sequences. Besides, you'll never get 


caught. 

But George did get caught — and 
now, here he is, in juvenile court. A 
first offender. 

There is a good reason for George 
to be scared about what’s going to 
happen to him. As the judge looks 
down on George’s slightly tear- 
stained face, his scared brown eyes, 
his defiant but uncertain stance, the 
judge, too, is worried about what is 
going to happen to George. 

Should he send him to juvenile 
hall, where he will meet other 
youngsters not unlike himself, but 
youths who have gone farther down 
the road than George has? Should he 
hole him up with “juvies’” who will 
“‘educate’’ him to bigger and 
tougher crimes than he already 
knows? Should he put him into a 


THE 


foster home? Send him back home? 
Should he ... In fact, when you get 
right down to it — what can he do? 

If you are to believe Long Beach 
Juvenile Court Commissioner 
Donald Pitts, who taught a Black 
Juvenile course at Cal State Univer- 
sity Long Beach last year, the answer 
is ‘‘nothing.’’ The judge will 
probably send him home to repeat 
the whole thing again. And then 
he'll send him to camp or Youth 
Authority the next time around. 

Why? Because, Pitts says, ‘‘There 
just aren’t any programs designed 
solely for minority youth — and 
that’s the problem.” 

Many black youngsters like 
George, run into problems when the 
placement officers from the 
Probation Department, try to find for 
them what’s known as “suitable 
placement.’ These are usually 
private institutions that permit 
problem youths to remain in a struc- 
tured community setting and attend 
public schools. Yet, these youths 
don’t have the freedom to travel or 
socialize in the community at will. 

This might create a problem for 
George since he is black. Pitts says, 
“Most private placement institutions 
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by Ann Berger 


What can it hurt to go back to 
college to change careers? The worst 
that can happen is that you get a 
degree and over qualify yourself for a 
job market already threatened with 
high unemployment. 

Yet, middleagers across the nation 
toss aside cash registers, adding 
machines and hard hats each time a 
new school session begins. They opt 
instead for books and research papers 
in pursuit of a college degree. 

At California State University, Long 
Beach there are more than 1700 over- 
28, full-time students. Why? 
Boredom? That answer is too simple 
— and boring in itself. 

A CSULB counselor believes more 
adults come back to the campus today 
out of increased awareness of human 
values, and since Watergate they are 
looking for answers to: What do | 
believe in? Where do | draw the line? 
How can | live in today’s multi-culture 
in peace and harmony? The 
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counselor sees introspection happen- 
ing and believes this needs guidance. 

However, boredom did trigger a 
chain reaction for one 47-year old 
junior with a husband and three 
teenagers. 
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More than a 


“dancing backwards” just wasn’t mak- 
ing it for her. First she took a job as a 
secretary. Then she quit when she 
found she did all the work, but her 
boss got all the recognition and the 
high salary. 

Next it suddenly hit her that 
widowhood could force her into the 
role of breadwinner. Her husband en- 
couraged her to earn a college degree 
and equip herself for a better future 
than that of a secretary. 

Going to college sounded like fun. 
She started with only three units. But, 
like some of those other 480 full-time, 
over-28 women students at CSULB 
who came for fun — she got hooked. 


. middleagers across the 
nation toss aside cash 
registers, adding machines, 
and hard hats each time a 
new school session begins. 


She now majors in home economics 
with emphasis in business. Obviously, 
the jobs in homemaking and business 
don’t turn her off, but the positions to 
which she was limited do. She expects 
a college degree to give her more 
choice and more enjoyment on the 
job. 


More than just a job also motivates 
Al Benner, a husband and _ father 
of two. He gave up the deadend job as 
a surgical technician after 14 years. 
Because he will be 40 when he 
graduates and because of the shaky 


job market, he hedged his bets by 


double majoring in radio and 


television and in recreation. 


Recreation is where he has ex- 


perience as a volunteer, but radio and 
television is where he’d rather be. So 
much so, that already he applies 
himself through the placement of a 
brief resume in executives’ cars in 
studio parking lots. So far, he has had 
two responses. 


To support their family, he works 


part time as a hearing technician for a 
doctor while his wife works part time 
as a licensed vocational nurse. 


2+ 


Job and Dancing Backwards 


- He is only one of more than 1200 
over-28, male undergraduates at 
CSULB carrying a full-time schedule 
to change or upgrade his career. 

Some of these male students, in 
their 40’s and 50’s, are retired military 
men who want degrees in areas in 
which they already have many years of 
service-connected experience. For 
example, one retiree in his 50’s, the 
father of two daughters in college, 
needs to supplement his retirement 
pay, even though the government 
gives cost-of-living increases to 
retirees. 

As an instructor in transportation in 
the armed service, his interest 
developed in teaching industrial arts. 
He wants to teach at the secondary 

-level. He believes teacher com- 
petition is less and student interest 
higher in the vocational areas today. 

Another retired serviceman, also in 
his 50’s has a B.A. in business ad- 
ministration which he earned as a 
young man. He returned to school 
because he couldn't stand retirement, 
which does seem dull when com- 
pared to his 11 years as a Flying Tiger 
with General Chennault in China in 
World War II. 

Married to a retired teacher, and 
the father of two grown children, he 

registered as a recreation major 


because he wants to work with 
children. 

For other breadwinners coming 
back to school there is, of course, 
greater financial risk than for those 
retired from service. However, the 
motives for coming back most men- 
tioned by both men and women in- 
clude, a better future, more respect 
from family and community, 
satisfaction of getting a degree and 
working at more than just a job. 

One woman claims she came to 
college because ‘‘my job as a dress 
designer in a garment factory was too 
limiting. But, | got carried away with 
school and now | ama full-time major 
in finance and minoring in 
marketing.” She loves it and plans to 
enter international banking or the 
import-export business. Now a junior, 
she finally got over feeling ancient 
sitting in a classroom with 18-year 
olds. She enjoys the security of not 
feeling compelled to compete for 
grades. Knowledge is her only con- 
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cern. While some instructors bore and 
talk down to students, others keep her 
reaching for her dictionary. 

Sue B., married and in her 30’s with 
no children quit as an executive 
secretary in advertising with ‘“National 
Geographic’’ magazine when she 
looked at her advancement oppor- 
tunities. The answer, more education. 
She is now a senior in journalism. 

A wife and mother in her 40’s has 
always dreamed of life as an interior 
decorator. She started as an art major, 
decided she has no talent in art, 
switched to a home economics major 
and set her sights on a career in con- 
sumer affairs. Not exactly her dream 
come true, but she likes it and 
believes it holds more promise than 
did her job as a secretary. 

Wives and mothers recognize the 
risk of upsetting life at home by com- 
ing back to school and embarking on 
outside careers, but the consensus 
emerges that their relationships at 

(continued page 14) 
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home are more likely to be enhanced. 
Several women happily declared that 
their husbands and children admit 
pride in mother as a student and they 
find her more interesting. 

However, our nation’s broken- 
home rate warns that the risk to a 
married woman is very real and some 
marriages simply can’t stand the strain 
of the possibility of the wife outshin- 
ing the husband or the strain of the 
family routine changing to meet 
mother’s additional role. 

August, 1974 statistics on the over- 
28, full-time student at CSULB show 
business administration, education, 
social sciences, and public affairs and 
service as the top four areas of interest 
for men. For women, social sciences, 
health-related professions, business 
and management, and letters top the 
list, in that order. 

Nearly twice as many men as 
women fall in the unclassified ranks, 
while psychology shows an almost 
even number of men and women. 
Men show little interest in the health 
professions as compared to women, 


but nearly the reverse ratio shows for 
biological sciences. 


Among the men, no one job market 
is most often abandoned to come 
back to school. But, women came 
through as expected. The housewife- 
dancing-backwards life is most often 
abandoned. In addition to the 
previously mentioned fear of 
widowhood and ending up in a 
secretarial job, divorce also came up 
often as a reason for returning to 
school. 


One 24-year old woman has already 
gone through a three-year marriage 
and a divorce, 2/2 years of college, 
and a job as a copywriter for a 
department store. Recently, she quit a 
$14,000 a year job selling advertising 
company. Now, she is back working 
on a journalism degree. 


Because she was bored? Only partly 
true, for while the $14,000 job no 
longer offered a challenge, she came 
back chiefly to satisfy her need to 
always be learning and because she 
and her family all have great respect 
for a college degree. She confessed to 
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an uneasiness at first when sitting in a 
classroom with 18-year-olds, unlike 
Blanche Bobo who, at 65, started 
college and thrives on being sur- 
rounded by teenagers. 

Part of Blanche’s enthusiasm 
may be the hope that by chance her 
day’s path will cross with that of her 
undergraduate granddaughter at 
CSULB. This grandmother was in her 
40’s when she got her high school 
diploma. A slow learner? No way. In 
two years she earned her B.A. in 
Philosophy with distinction. Now, at 
67, she can be found any morning in 
the CSULB Graduate Study rooms 
boning up on work toward her 
masters. Her carefully planned life 
calls for a Ph.D. in time to get in at 
least 20 years of teaching. 


Friends and relatives constantly ask 
one senior why she goes to school. 


Usually, she answers with tongue in 
cheek, “I don’t know. Do you have 
any suggestions?’”” What she would 
like to answer: ‘‘Isn’t it all right to earn 
a degree just for the satisfaction? After 
all, that’s all most people demand of 
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the university, including students, 
faculty and staff workers. 

Jim did not realize he could possibly 
be a problem drinker despite war- 
nings as clear as street signs, just as the 
students who eventually wind up 
receiving help through the services 
available at CSULB. 

Dr. Thorsen at CSULB’s Student 
Health Service believes there is a 
pattern which alcoholics follow and 
these patterns can be used as 
evidence when convincing a student 
that a drinking problem may exist. 

“When a student comes to see me 
for health reasons and we find out 
that the illness is possibly related to 
alcohol there are several questions 
which we will ask,’” Dr. Thorsen said. 
“In classic cases the student may have 
a record of arrests for driving under 
the influence of alcohol. There may 
be injuries or a series of injuries which 
were received while that person was 
drinking. 

Jim was a Classical case. With court 
and trouble staring him in the face Jim 
became convinced that drinking had 
been the cause of many of his woes 


and was able to seek professional help. 


Alcoholism as such, can be arrested, 
but never cured and early treatment is 
important. Facts have shown that 
many middle-age alcoholics traced 
the beginning of their problem back 
to when they were social drinking 
while at college or even before. But, 
when do you stop social drinking and 
begin fitting the mold of the alcoholic 
and need help? An _ individual 
probably won’t realize but a friend 
might. 

Dean Kenneth Weisbrod of the 
counseling center at CSULB helps the 
student alcoholic who is fortunate 
enough to realize that there is a 
problem, or has a friend who cared 
enough to direct him to the counsel- 
ing center. 

Dean Weisbrod is a clinical psy- 
chologist with 25 years of experience 
and he is supported by a 22 member 
staff of highly trained professionals. 

Dean Weisbrod acts as a gatekeeper 
and only occasionally will he actually 
do the counseling. He will refer the 
students to the person on his staff, 
who he feels, is best suited for that in- 
dividual. In more serious cases he will 
send the student to the Student 
Health Service for immediate 
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attention, or even call an ambulance if 
it is an emergency. 

The counseling center at CSULB is 
there to help students who want and 
need help. ‘‘A student has to want to 
come here if there is to be any hope 
of helping him,’’ Weisbrod said in 
stressing the voluntary nature of the 
counseling center. ‘There is no man- 
datory attendance at this center, it 
defeats the purpose. There are cases 
when the courts demand the student 
to attend counseling. The first thing | 
tell these people when they see me is 
they don’t have to come. They have to 
feel there is a need, and want to 
come,’’ he said. 

Being labeled an alcoholic is not 
considered to be very complimentary. 
There is a stigma attached to 
alcoholism, most of which falls into 
the myth category, that makes all the 
work done at the counseling center 
privileged communication. So much 
so, that the author was allowed little, if 
any, information concerning in- 
dividuals who may have been helped. 
Rightfully so, the weak-willed, im- 
moral, spineless definition of an 


alcoholic is a myth perpetuated by 
people who really don’t understand 
alcoholism and would like to shove it 
under the carpet. 

Dean Weisbrod feels the modern 
society we live in is one of the chief 
causes of alcoholism. 

One of Dean Weisbrod’s problems 
is determining whether the person 
asking for help is an alcoholic or just a 
heavy social drinker. Quantity is not 
that much of a factor. It takes different 
amounts for different people. 

“After a person comes to see me,| 
will ask questions like how often does 
he or she drink? How long has this 
pattern been going on? After talking 
to the person for awhile I can usually 
get an idea of their ego strength. One 
of the key factors is how they manage 
their problems in general,’” Weisbrod 
said. 

Dean Weisbrod uses an equation of 
sorts to determine whether a student 
is being adversely affected by 
drinking. Weisbrod has found a cor- 
relation between consumption of 
alcohol, attendance at school, 
academic work and the student's 
grade point average. 

Who does Dean Weisbrod consider 


an alcoholic? ‘‘An alcoholic is a 
person who is so dependent on 
alcohol for a mediator of stress that 
this person is unable to function in life 
without it. Alcohol becomes a food to 
this person,” Weisbrod said. 

Is there a middle ground between 
the social drinker and the alcoholic or 
is there so fine a line that all social 
drinkers should be given a warning? 
One alcoholic help group believes 
that anyone who drinks at all is an 
alcoholic. 


Perhaps it would be a good idea for 
people who do drink to beware of the 
tendencies a social drinker might be 
leaning to that would make him more 
an alcoholic. Different personalities 
will succumb to alcohol easier than 
others but which group do you fall in- 
to? 

To end on a optimistic note, one 
medical study has shown that people 
who consume four ounces of alcohol 
a day live longer than people who do 
not drink at all and those who drink 
more. Perhaps this is not conclusive 
but it is an encouraging note for the 
people, like me, who have been 
known to “tip one now and then.” 
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Flea collars are more efficient when 
put on a dog or cat than if used by 
humans. According to a report in the 
Long Beach Independent, a major pet 
supply manufacturer said, ‘‘Flea 
collars definitely are not recommend- 
ed for humans.” 

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency thinks that the flea collar is 
not even totally safe for the dog or cat. 
It says that flea collars may cause loss 
of hair, excessive dandruff and skin 
irritations. 

Considering the great adaptability 
to his environment, the flea may 
never leave us. The hard-hitting and 
haggard flea doesn’t give up. 

His ancestor, according to a report 
in the Long Beach Independent, was 
a “super flea.’ The ‘‘super flea’ was 
believed to have been a third of an 
inch long and lived 120 million years 
ago on a prehistoric bandicoot (cross 
between a large rat and a small 
kangaroo). 

Even though none of us scratch as 
much as our grandparents did, the 
flea is still well among the top sources 
of irritation. 

Menees said that though the flea, 
no larger than the diameter of a pen- 
cil, doesn’t fly, it has rubberized 
protein that results in a jumping 
action not unlike the bounce of a 
“superball.”’ 

The human flea can jump a distance 
of about 150 times it own length and 
as high as 80 times its length. The 
record jump, according to Brendan 
Lehane, author of The Compleat Flea 
(found in CSULB library), is eight in- 
ches high and twelve and one-half in- 
ches long. 

If the bedraggled flea were of 
human size, he could easily jump a 
quarter of a mile while clearing a 50- 
story building faster than a speeding 
bullet. 

With his compressed body and his 
exceptional temperature receptors, 
the flea is well equipped for fighting 
the furry brush. 

Menees said that the coincidence of 
being in the right place at the right 
time plays a big part in whether the 
flea is fortunate in hitching a ride with 
his host. One lucky hop can change 
his life. 

The life of the flea is varied and 
adventurous. 

After a week or two in the pupa 
stage of life the flea is ready to leave 


the sticky cocoon. But he may not 
want to. The flea is in no hurry and 
waits until he senses a proper host 
nearby. 


Once out of the cocoon, the flea 
will live for about three months to one 


year, under normal conditions. 

Franklin Macintyre, health inspec- 
tor for the Los Angeles County Health 
Department, considers fleas a 
“nuisance,” but not a health problem. 
Although fleas are vectors of bubonic 
plague, rat typhus and rabbit fever, 
which according to Menees do affect 
man, the flea is normally just a pest 
and really doesn’t mean to harm. 

Normal effects of a flea bite vary as 
to the reaction with the flea’s saliva. 
The saliva, according to Menees, ‘‘has 
toxins that some persons are greatly 
affected by.” 

The Forty-Niner reported that five 
years ago an “‘irritatingly’’ large 
number of fleas rode the backs of 
stray cats onto campus and somehow 
found library employees to pester. 
The fleas were eventually exter- 
minated with the use of gaseous 
sprays. 

Sprays are but one means of con- 
trolling demanding fleas. There are 


oe 
The one thing fleas don’t 


tolerate is an inhospitable 
host. 


also powders, tablets and bombs, as 
well as the stylish flea collar. The idea 
of a flea-repellant food additive was 
investigated at Oregon State Uni- 
versity, but none are being sold. 

Contrary to their quick movements, 


fleas usually take life slowly. They can|| 


spend their days pleasantly thriving on 
their host or they may choose not to 
be with their host for several weeks, 
especially in cooler weather. 

The one thing fleas don’t tolerate is 
an inhospitable host. If fleas manage 
their way into the home without in- 
vitation, make an extra effort to ex- 
hibit disfavor. 

Menees said there is a direct 
relation between uncleanliness and 
the flea’s existence. 

If by turning your back on com- 
pany, the company doesn’t take the 
hint, and you would rather not gas 
him out or dope him up, then the only 
thing left to do is to bring the problem 
down to the nitty-gritty. Pick him off 
with the use of the thumb and 
forefinger and squeeze. 
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Charles Stetler, his journalist-turned- 
poet-office-mate Ron Koertege, and 
Charles Bukowski, also proteges of 
the underground small presses. 
Locklin pays them high praise in: 


a defence of poesy 
from second grade through high 
school 
i took piano lessons 
i had no aptitude for it 


and never even learned 
to play by ear. 
it made my aunts happy 


and, to tell the truth, it tranquillized 
me also 
my major love was basketball 


but i could sit for hours 
on a snowed-saturday 
pretending i was paderewski. 


so i have spared the world 

my flattened sharps and bludgeoned 
pianissimos 

and thus i claim the right 


to demand of mason williams 
johnny cash, rod mckuen, and all their 
ostentatious 

ilk, that they quit gang-banging the 
muse. 


there are guys around like 
koertge, field, and bukowski, 
who are doing the real thing. 


“The real thing’, according to 
Locklin, is “direct and honest, | don’t 
even know if there is a Great 
Tradition. It’s good to know other 
writers but it can hurt you.” 


His personal philosophy has been 
called ‘‘beyond existentialism” by 
Charles Stetler. Expanding this, he 
says, ‘‘Okay, we all agree that 
everything is absurd, relation, con- 
tingent. But that should not stop us 
from enjoying anything we damn well 
feel like enjoying, whether it be a 
basketball game or a movie or a chill- 
ed gin and tonic on a hot summer 
night, or a beautiful young girl.” 

Long Beach is many things. Cal. 
State. The Queen Mary. 2nd Street. 
The Ocean. It may well be ‘‘the only 
real world” as Locklin claims. And if 
one poet named Gerald Locklin gets 
another “burning desire,’’ it may very 
well become “the new Paris.” i 
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and deaths, and buried the Spaniards’ 
food. The Spaniards described the 
Gabrielanos as not being very tall, but 
stocky. They had soft, warm brown 
skin. Both men and women tattooed 
their skin on the forehead. The 
Spaniards were shocked that the 
savages were completely naked; ex- 
cept for an occasional woman who 
wore a type of apron made from 
narrow, flexible strips of bark hung in 
front and back. 


It was in 1769 that Spaniards first 


came to the land of Southern Califor- 
nia, and after that time, the impact of 
the white men upon the Indians caus- 
ed their downfall. Within 80 years they 
had forgotten their language and 
adopted the linguistic patterns of the 
missionaries and soldiers. Within 140 
years they had been destroyed as a 
people altogether. Veneral diseases, 
smallpox, pneumonia and _ tuber- 
culosis were the sicknesses, besides 
the psychological effect to the vir- 
tual destruction of their tribe. 


Many Gabrielanos went into a tribe 
known as the Cahuillas, which still ex- 
ists on the Moronga Indian Reser- 
vation at the base of the San Gorgonio 
mountain. Many of them became 
workers for the Spaniards. The land 
grants on this area were given to one 
Corporal Manuel Nieto (a member of 
the Spanish army) who set up house 
and began employing Indians to help. 
The Puvunga village, according to Dr. 
Keith Dixon, Professor of 
Anthropology at CSULB, died out 
within 20 years. According to the bap- 
tismal records of San Gabriel and San 
Juan Capistrano Missions, Nieto’s 
house was built on the site of Puvunga 
by his son, Juan Jose, and its original 
adobe can still be seen. 


Today as we build college cam- 
puses, parking lots, and multi-million 
dollar housing projects, the history of 
Puvunga fades. It is hard to believe 
that the area where we study once 
had a thriving Indian nation on the 
same ground. It is even more difficult 
to realize that not more has been 
done to restore our heritage in this 


respect. Traces of Puvunga tribe can 
be seen by the midden at Rancho Los 
Alamitos-Bixby Ranch, which consists 
of discarded shells and trash the In- 
dians left. There are several of these 
middens in the area because of the 
fact the Indians moved according to 


variances in climate game. 

The only recent attempt to preserve 
some of this history and to promote 
interest about it has been that of Dr. 
Dixon and an associate, Jack 
Zahneiser of CSU-Fullerton 
Anthropology Department who 
conducted several digs in the area of 
the Bixby Ranch and alongside the 
newly-built shopping center across 
from the hospital. Dr. Dixon says that 
research and exploration of the Los 
Alamitos area is covered by an en- 
vironmental act, and the projects are 
being conducted under this provision. 


He hopes, along with George Selzar of 
the Los Alamitos Rancho, that more 
diggings can be made, and research 
centers can be set up; not to mention 
a reconstruction of a Gabrielano 
Village upon an unused tennis court 
in celebration of our country’s 
bicentennial in 1976. 

Then, all students and children 
alike will be able to see how this 
“olace of the crowd,” flourished in a 
time before the white man; in a time 
when a devout people lived peaceful- 
ly within the land Chinigchinich had 
chosen for them. eS 
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are not located in minority com- 
munities but generally in suburban 
white areas. The schools used are 
white suburban; and some 
youngsters have a hard time making 
it in these schools.” 

When the placement institution’s 
administrator receives George’s file 
from the Probation Department, 
which includes background on his 
former school performance and the 
kinds of problems he has en- 
countered in his community; a 
decision must be made. George, 
who has had virtually no success, no 
academic training to keep up with 
white middle-class students, is likely 
to be rejected — along with 
hundreds of others just like him. 

Discrimination you say? Pitts 
doesn’t think it’s done on the basis 
of race, but it works out that way 
when you consider the fact that 
many, if not ‘‘most black kids who 
come into contact with the law are 
educationally handicapped in the 
first place.’ This eliminates many 
available placements for blacks and 
what is left are the camps — which, 
of course, don’t exclude anybody! 


The history making news today 
won't appear in your University 
textbooks for several years. Can you 
wait that long? 


But camps are not designed for 
impressionable youngsters like 
George, who are in danger of 
becoming seriously delinquent. The 
delinquents who are sent to camp 
nowadays have true criminal 
backgrounds. 

They have been on probation two 
or three times for armed robbery, 
bombing a school or dealing dope. 
They are a rough group of 
youngsters to expose to a first time 
offender like George. 

Commissioner Pitts admits he is 
left in a quandry with kids like 
George — “You either return him to 
his parents — and you know this isn’t 
going to do him a lot of good — or 
you send him to camp and take a 
chance that his six months there will 
restructure him so that he can cope 
with his home environment when he 
returns. 

“There is a big vacuum there. 
There is really nothing available. No 
black institutions per se located 
within the black community.” 

So neglected and rejected, George 
goes off to camp for six months — 
because there is no better answer. 


(continued page 21) 


... and for news of your school — whether it be sports, cultural, 
educational, political, or social events — no other daily newspaper 
covers LBSU like the Long Beach Independent, Press-Telegram. 


He really hasn’t done anything 
wrong except create recreation for 
himself called ‘joy riding.” 

Since the establishment, better 
known by George as the ‘man,’ is 
not sensitive to his needs, George 
takes the position that he must serve 
time, because he’s now a delin- 
quent. And his jaws are really tight! 

Yet, a former juvenile delinquent 
himself, now part-time Com- 
missioner of the Long Beach Juvenile 
Court, Joseph Sorentino, thinks the 
camps, do a commendable job. 


“It is almost as if they have a 
broken Humpty Dumpty, in many 
social pieces and they put him 
together in a social hold and, return 
him back to the ghetto,” snaps 
Sorentino. 

“Then all the same factors, the 
poverty, street gangs, non-effective 
schools, the defunct church and all 
the influences of the environment 
conspire to destroy what was ac- 
complished in the camp.” 

As Sorentino sees it, the camps put 
Humpty Dumpty together again — 
and society shoves him back off the 
wall again as soon as he’s out on his 
own. What chance does George 


have in a system like that, Sorentino 
wonders aloud. 

Sorentino has the grassroots 
credentials to know what he’s talking 
about. He’s a grade “A” product of 
an Eastern city hit hard with 
frustration, crime, poverty and com- 
munity apathy. Like George, he, too, 
became a delinquent. 

It’s debatable whether camp is 
good or bad for the first offenders. 
However, one thing is for sure: 
George’s jaws are still ‘‘tight’’ and he 
is a very frustrated young man, who, 
no doubt will rebel against society 
when he is released again, either 
now, upon returning home, or later 
when he again becomes bored and 
wants something to do. 

George likewise is bitter because 
he was not accepted at the 
placement institution. Is he angry at 
the probation officer? Does George 
place the blame with the placement 
institution? Just what went wrong 
with the so-called perfect system of 
“The Man,’” George demands to 
know. 

If you are to believe Winston L. 
Smith, liaison officer, Los Angeles 
County Probation Department, the 

(continued page 22) 
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failure to properly place George is 
the fault of the probation officer. 

Smith blames his own people for 
some of the turn-downs black and 
brown youths get from suburban 
white placement institutions. 

“A probation officer who knows 
how to deal with minority children 
should know that you don’t place a 
minority kid out in Pacific Lodge in 
Woodland Hills,’’ says the black man 

Where do the placement officials 
fail? How do they go wrong? 
“Because they send the kids to Taft 
High School, one of the best schools 
in the city of Los Angeles,’’ Smith ex- 
plains. The kid they are placing from 
the rolls of juvenile hall can’t even 
read at a fourth grade level, yet they 
send him to Taft! So, on many oc- 
casions it is our own department’s 
fault in placing. Probation officers 
can damage kids more quickly than 
the courts, discrimination or 
anything else!”’ 

It isn’t George’s fault that his 
academic skills aren’t good enough 
for Taft High. It isn’t his fault that his 
high school doesn’t have the budget 
available to Taft because of the 
property tax base. George isn’t 


_ responsible for the fact that his so- 


called ghetto community can’t af- 
ford the tutorial programs at the 
library or the healthy recreational 
programs offered to most middle 
class communities. 

Finally, George says, ‘‘Hell — take 
all that bread used for busing black, 
brown and white kids out of their 
communities and use it to fix up my 
community schools.”’ 

Smith believes a good probation 
officer should realize his kids can’t 
read or write and should find a 
“placement” that has a school on the 
grounds. The same probation officer 
should also look out for the child. 

“If the probation officer is just 
getting the kid out of juvenile hall 
and places him without looking at 
his resources, he is in trouble and is 
hurting the kid,”” Smith points out. 

Los Angeles County Probation 
Department placement officials con- 
tend they have placement facilities 
with schools on the grounds to ac- 
commodate youngsters with poor 
grades. Yet, a poll of approximately 
10 placement institutions (with 
schools on grounds) shows that 
openings are rare, indeed. Only 
about five openings existed among 
all 10 institutions at the time of the 
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poll. Institution officials admit they 
are usually ‘‘packed’’ and have 
“waiting lists.’ 

So, in the case of George 
Washington, a placement facility 
with a school on its grounds couldn’t 
have solved his problem. He would 
have to be placed on the waiting list. 
And so no doubt, the Juvenile Com- 
missioner would either send him 
home or to camp instead of letting 
him sit around juvenile hall with no 
effective rehabilitation programs go- 
ing for him. 

George probably also believes he 
was discriminated against by the 
placement institution. He knows it 
isn’t his fault he’s behind with his 
education, yet he didn’t create the 
community where he was brought 
up. George wasn’t the man who 
fired his father from a $350 a month 
job because the economy was bad. 
And ‘George knows damn well he 
wasn’t the one who broke the law by 
redeeming food stamps for the 
“juice” supporting his parents’ drink- 
ing problem, which in turn, gave 
him too much freedom! 

If discrimination exists because 
black or brown youths can’t cope 


LOS ALTOS 
BRANCH 
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Before you get going, get one. 
And have a good trip. 


with the educational system in the 
placement community, Mrs. Asta 
Marie Telfer, supervising deputy 
probation officer in charge of 
placements for the Long Beach area 
office, should know. 

Does discrimination exist at the 
placement institutions? 


... the camps put Humpty 

Dumpty back together 
again — and society 
shoves him back off the 
wall ... 


“Well, sure,’” admits Mrs. Telfer, 
“But it has nothing to do with color. 
It would only have to do with men- 
tality or other handicaps — but black 
and white are treated alike. No 
differences. On the other hand we 
do have specific homes for those 
who are extremely handicapped 
educationally or mentally. We have a 
home authorized by the Department 
of Mental Hygiene.” 

But what about that black or 
brown youth like George, who is 
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mentally sound and not han- 
dicapped, but, just a slow learner 
because he is the product of a 
deprived community? 

Do you want to send him to a 
place where he is with the near in- 
sane or where he is given heavy drug 
treatments as a part of the 
rehabilitation program? 

“lam not painting a rosy picture 
that isn’t true,” snapped Mrs. Telfer, 
“but in this office (Long Beach) | 
can’t recall experiencing this. Now 
when | worked at the Firestone 
Probation Department serving the 
Watts area, where 99 per cent of our 
clients were black kids, the 
placement officers were always say- 
ing they couldn’t place their kids.’ 

There doesn’t seem to be much 
available in the line of placement in- 
stitutions for George Washington or 
any other black or brown youths 
who weren’t among the chosen few 
to receive a ‘‘’middle-class 
education”. 

The highest percentage of 
minority placements was found in 
Lancaster at the Circle Y Freedom 
Ranch, which had 11 per cent black 
and 4 per cent brown. The ad- 
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(cont. from pg. 23) 

ministrative assistant of Fairhope 
Boys Ranch in Palmdale said they 
have approximately 90 percent white 
and 10 per cent black and brown. For 
some unknown reason neither the 
juvenile court, juvenile hall or even 
probation department placement of- 
ficials keep records on the number 
of black, brown and white offenders 
going home, going to a placement 
institution, or going to a camp or 
youth authority. 

By now George is saying, “to hell 
with the white placement pads. 
What about the ones operated by 
brothers?”’ 

Unfortunately, to George’s further 
frustration, he learns that most 
private placement institutions licens- 
ed by the County of Los Angeles are 
owned by whites. 

Hermon Simmons, a black liaison 
officer for the Probation Department 
feels the black communities 
throughout the nation aren’t doing 
their share to help their own 
youthful offenders. 

“One fault | have with my race is 
that our social organizations, such as 
the Urban League, NAACP and many 
of the large black churches, don’t 
put up facilities to help our 
youngsters. We do have some blacks 
with private group homes, but there 
is no major effort,’’ charges Sim- 
mons. 


Join the big swing t 


If you are to believe part-time 
Commissioner Sorentino the 
problems leading to what’s happen- 
ing to George and others goes even 
deeper than the black community. It 
is the lack of commitment to the 
problem of juvenile crime on the 
part of the Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors and State 
Legislature. 

“The bulk of the budget goes to 
the adult correctional system which 
in effect means you end up paying 
twice for the same guy,” pointed out 
Sorentino. 

“When he is young you spend a 
little on him at a time when you can 
change him; and when he is older, 
you spend a lot on him when he 
probably is beyond rehabilitation. 

“| suppose the reason is that adult 
criminals get dramatic headlines that 
frighten other adults so more money 
is channeled into the adult program 
because of the fears of the people.” 


From Sorentino’s point of view 
adults don’t fear youngsters like 
George or others in deeper trouble 
because they are ‘‘just juveniles.” Yet 
last year there were more homicides 
committed by juveniles who started 
out like George than there were 
homocides committed by adults. It 
seems that our lawmakers just don’t 
want to spend money on juvenile 
delinquent prevention. eS 
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